The Bej'a Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
on the diplomacy and sagacity of his chiefs, as of old he
relied on his sword, to maintain his boundaries and resolve
his feuds.
The present Nazirs are fortunately of such calibre that
the Fuzzy is being admitted by the more advanced
tribes into the " comity of nations," and his bond is
accepted, when endorsed by the head of the tribe.
Further, so far has the respect of its neighbours for the
Hadendowa Nazirate increased under the aegis of its
present holder that certain non-Beja tribes whose future
constitution is in doubt, e.g., the Rashaida and some
sections of the West Africans, have made overtures for
amalgamation with the Hadendowa under the sovereignty
of the historic Hadendowa ruling house.
Properly to understand the racial characteristics of the
Beja we must delve into history, and in so doing we cannot
fail to be struck by the pertinacity and vigour of a race
which has attracted the attentions, welcome and unwel-
come, and felt the impact of more powerful nations
from time immemorial without experiencing any real
disintegration or loss of morale.
The origin of the Beja is lost in the mists of antiquity.
A learned Sheikh of the Amarar who made recently a
compilation of Beja historical traditions began his essay
as follows :—
" The Beja are attributed to Kush, son of Ham, son of
Noah, and emigrated to the Sudan from Asia after the
flood."    In other words he echoed the experts in supposing
the Beja were a Hamitic group in Arabia who crossed
the Red Sea in one of the many early irruptions from that
unstable country.    Seligman has  shown  that they are
akin to or derived from the predynastic Egyptians.    At
a very early time they settled in the Eastern Desert, a
barren  hilly   country   of   scanty   rainfall.    Here   they
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